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— Fake Care, nor - Night the vulgar Breath, 
ch oft, by Fuſtice back'd, brings ſudden Death. 
common Cry hunts down the Hill of Fate; 


Ser ſhore, ar Cauntar- run, cer tis too late. 
. Nemember Gaveſton; on Spencer-ebink ; 


* The Cup is full, and Somebody muſt drink: 
Juſt ce os Vengeance is the Common Cry, 
Guile makes it terrible to live or die. 

| To palliate Roguery never more be ſeen 


3 are doubly guilty, who the Guilty S c REEN 
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50 the Right Hosch 
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SIR, 


H E following Papers, 
which are addreſs d to 
an anonymous Leading 
Great Man, cannot im- 
properly be put into 
your Hands, conſidering 
the important. Figure you have always 
made in in publick Affairs. The warm 
and diſintereſted Concern you have at 
all Times ſhewn for your Country; 


by the Zeal with which you for: 


b merly oppoſed a Corrupt and Wicked 


Adminiſtration; muſt lead your Coun- 
, zen, upon every National Diſtreſs, 
to look to Lou: and the rather at this 
Time, Wh de Nauonw Diſtreſs is as 
much greater, as your Power now is 


greater to remedy it. They 
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They conſider you not only able, but 


willing, to relieve the general Calami- 
ty; and ready to puniſh, with ſtricteſt 
Juſtice, the Authors and Abettors of that 
Calamity: which they take to be the firſt 
Step towards removing theit Grievances, 
and reſtoring Publick Credit. Theſe Sen- 


timents are now the Voice of the People; 


and that Voice, *tis not to be doubted, 
Will be heard and comply'd with by 
you, conſider'd both as a wiſe and a 


vertuous Mr. They know, that 


no indirect Methods can be us'd by you, 
to protect Criminals, who were wicked 
enough, to raiſe themſelvts upon the 
Ruin of their Country: They know, 
that inſtead of skreening any ſuch migh- 
ty Offenders, you will exert your whole 
Capacity, to bring to Light any Se. 
crets of the Conſpirators. They know, 
that as you have clean Hands your ſelf, 
you will induſtriouſly endeavour to pu- 
niſh thoſe corrupt and mercenary Wret- 
ches, who gave up the Publick, that 
they might prey upon the Publick. 
They know, therefore, that you will 
encourage and promote a Complyance 
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with the Senſe of the Nation, expreſs d 
in this dutiful and precedented Way of 
Petitions, | 

This is their Conſolation in the midſt 
of their Diſtreſs: Whereas, had you 
been one of the Parricides ; or had you 
ſhar'd underhand in any of the Com- 
mon Plunder; had you ſince been ad- 
vancd, to ſhelter any of the Guilty, or 
given any Reaſon to ſuſpect it, thereby 
to prevent the publick Enquiry's taking 
Effect; twould be a melancholly Con- 
ſideration to your Countrymen: And 
inſtead of the preſent Pleaſure they feel, 
in knowing, ſo Wiſe, ſo Honeſt, ſo Un- 
corrupt a Perſon as your ſelf fills the 
Poſt you enjoy.; they would then ſuffer 
all that Uneaſineſs, which muſt follow 
from the contrary Reflection: Inſtead 
of ſeeing you continued, with great Sa- 
tisfaction, in your preſent high Station; 
they would, foon, triumph over the 
Diſgrace of One, who was an Enemy 
to his Country: For, a Guilty Great 
Man cannot long ſupport himſelf amongſt 
an Injured Free People. I am, 


SIR, 
Jour Humble Servant, 
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A SUPPLEMENT to the LONDON FOUR- 
NA L of March 25. 1721: being the State of the 


Caſe, relating to the Surrender of Mr. Knight, far- 
ther conſidered. Price Sixpence, 


The SECOND EDITION of 

The Senſe of the People, concerning the Preſent 
Stare of Affairs. With Remarks upon ſome Paſ- 
ſages of our own and the Roman Hiſtory, In a Ler- 
ter to a Member of Parliament. The chief Deſign 
of the Author, in this Pamphlet, was to ſhew, that 
it was the old Parliamentary Way, upon any great 
and crying Grievance to appoint a Day for going 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of 
the State of the Nation, Vid. p. 14, 20, Sc. and p. 
21, he has theſe Words : The very Talk of ſuch an 
Enquiry has made a Miniſtry ſometimes very wiſely pro- 
duce an Offender or to redreſs ſome Grievance chiefly 
complained of, leaſt by not preventing ſuch Enquiry, they 
might run the Riſque of being obliged to redreſs more 
Grievances, than perhaps at firſt were thought of, How 
far this Method has, or will be taken, he is no judge; 
but the Occafian of this is, that he had accidentally 
heard it faid, in a Place he was at, that the 6nl 
Deſign of this Paper, was to give the Caſes of Gave- 


ſton and the Spencers, which every Body knew already. 
Price Sixpence. 


And on Tueſday will be publiſhed, 
POLITICAL FABLES, With proper Re- 


— By the Author of the Senſe of the People, 
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———— Mutato Nomine de s D 
Fabula narratur, Price Sixpence. 
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LETTER 
Leading Great Man. 


Concerning 


The Rights of the SE 


to 


Petition, Sc. 


FIST, INCE you make ſo conſi- 
ddäerable a Figure in the 
88 VS e of C s, and 


1 > M1 T ferr'd to ſome of the chiefeſt 
D Truſts; I know no other ſin- 
1 gle Perſon, to whom a Sub- 
ject, of the higheſt Importance to the Publick, 
can be ſo properly addreſſed. 
I would nevertheleſs not be miſunderſtood, 


as if I ſuppoſed the 1 4 of Great Britain 45 
* 


0 „ * * 
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depend on the Influence of any one Man, how 
Great ſoever: For your Part, you muſt cer- 
tainly diſdain ſuch a fulſome Compliment 
from ſervile- minded Flatterers. Although we 
have been baſely bereav'd of our Property, the 
Spirit of Liberty {till remains, and will exert 
it ſelf on worthy Occaſions: Nor are we, as 
yer, to be managed like a Flock of Sheep, 
who follow the Bell-Weather, as Cato com- 
plained of the Romans in his Time. 

But tho' I hope there is none amongſt us, 


that has it in his Power to ruin his Country; 


there are ſome, whoſe great Abilities and e- 
levated Station, may enable them to do it 
the greateſt Service. And if they who have 
theſe Qualifications, have alſo that bold Vir- 
tue, which Truth and Juſtice ſhould inſpire, 
Intereſt, Inclination, or Duty will draw.in 
others to aſſiſt them. | WM 
You, Sir, have not only theſe Advantages, 
but alſo every other Requiſite, to entitle you 
to the Appellation of a Great and Leading 
Man. To qualify a Perſon compleatly for 
this Station, he muſt firſt have made a very 
conſiderable Figure in the Court; for upon 


this Eminence his Parts ſbine : There he has 


gained Knowledge and Experience in Affairs 
of State, and there he has had Opportunities 
of making Creatures and Dependants. After 


this, he muſt be turned out, and in Diſgrace, 


which often creates him an Intereſt with ma- 
ny of the People; nothing being more fre. 
quent, than to ſee the Prince's caſt Favourites 


become the Favourites of the Vulgar; the 


diſcountenanced and weaker Side being glad 
of all Helps, eſpecially to have a Leader of 
| Importance. 


— 
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Importance. And laſtly, he muſt be taken 
into Favour again, and courted and careſs'd 
much more than formerly. Theſe are Cir- 
cumſtances that cannot fail to render a Man 
ſignificant, and give him Weight with all 
Sides, at leaſt for a Time, or till ſome conſi- 
derable Point is gained. And perhaps you 
are the only Inſtance that can be produced in 
this or any other Age, in whom ſo many 
Things have concur'd to make you neceſſary 
to the Publick. | | 10 
But to render a Perſon in your Station truly 
ſerviceable, as well as to confirm his Power; 
it muſt appear by all his Actions that he takes 
more Care to advance the Common Intereſt, 
than to build up his own Fortune; that he is 
not over greedy for himſelf; that he ſhews 
no Endeavours to engroſs the Prince, or to 
confine the Royal Favour only to himſelf, his 
Family, or Creatures; that he does not ſo 
much conſider who are his perſonal Friends, 
as who beſt love, and can beſt ſerve the Pub- 
lick; that he has a diſintereſted Mind, clean 
Hands, and an undaunted Spirit, ro purſue 
what 1s right, and avoid what 1s wrong ; and 
that he deſires to have Power and Intereſt, 
rather by his proper Merits and Endow- 
ments, than from the Station he is in. When 
all this becomes viſible both to thoſe who wiſh 
him ill, and wiſh him well, he will quick- 
ly grow to have Authority with the whole 
People, and by this means be more power- 
fully enabled to promote the Service of his 
lou, Sir, have an Opportunity now put 
into your Hands of giving the moſt diſtin- 
e guiſhing 


Rn 
guiſhing Marks of Affection to your Country, 
whereby you will procure the Eſteem of wiſe 
and honeſt Men, and ſhew that you truly de- 
ſerve thoſe many Favours which are already 
heap'd upon you and your Friends. Such a 
Behaviour as is expected from you at this 
Time, will raiſe your Virtue to a Pitch above 
the reach of Envy and Detraction, and con- 
firm that Character, which you have merited 
on former Occaſions, of being a ſtrenuous Aſ- 
ſerter of the Liberties of your Country, Your At- 
tachment to this Principle, cannot be more 
plainly manifeſted, than by eſpouſing with all 
your Might the Cauſe of your injur'd Fellow 
Subjects, That their Petitions be anſwered, and 
their Grievances redreſs'd. _ | 5 
If you have lately diſcovered any Senti- 
timents in this Particular, contrary to the O- 
pinion of other Priots, and of all Mankind, 
I doubt not but the declared Voice of the 
People, in their humble Addreſſes to the Par- 
liament from every Part of the Kingdom, has 
by this Time determined your Conduct, and 
that you'll. hearken to the general Cry for Ju- 
ſtice on thoſe that haue betray'd and undone us. 
Perſons, who pofleſs eminent Places in the 
Commonwealth, are the Seryants of the Com- 
monwealth, and equally obliged in Duty to 
comply with the unanimous Bent of the Sub- 
jects, as with the poſitive Commands of their 
Sovereign: Which can ſeldom claſh, when 
the Prince has nothing at Heart mote than 
the Welfare of his People. RET; 
- Afﬀairs are now approaching to a Cxiſis, 
Diſcontents riſe high; and it greatly concern 
his Majeſty's Intereſt, and the Peace * the 
| om 
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Community, that thoſe be given up to the 
general Reſentment, who afe the Objects of 
the general Reſentment. One of the braveſt 
of our Kings, Henry the Fourth, remov'd from 
Court four of his Servants at once, for no 0+ 
thet Reaſon, bur that they were ſo unfortu- 
nate, as not to be prareful to the People: And 
probably the Vices of thefe four Favourites 
were conceal'd from 'the King, tho' viſible 
to others. If therefore fo great a Monarch 
jadg d it prudent not to oppoſe the Inclina- 
tions of his Subjects, in a Point of ſmaller 
Conſequence ; it will very ill become any pri- 
vate Man to think of contending with the 
People, by obſtructing Juſtice on thoſe who 
lie under the heavy Weight of Their Accuſa- 
tion. 

It is therefore, Sir, the more \incumbent 
5 ou to acquit your ſelf impartially in the 


ent Affair: and the rather, becauſe the Ge- 
erality are apprehenfve of fome extraordi- 


nary Step, by the Promotion of-a Genius like 
yours ; which they fear may be able to pro- 
re& Great and Mighty Criminals from the In- 
dignation of their injured Fellow Subjects. 
The common Clamour is againſt the late Di- 
rectors of the Sout i. Sea Company, and thoſe 
who acted under them: But are there not o- 
thers equally, if not more guilty, that directed 
them throughout the whole Scene of Villany, 
who ſeem, as it were, to outbrave the Juſtice 
of their Country, by ſupporting themſelves 
in their Stations, as if their Conduct had 
been e 7 7 
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There is not a truer Symptom of a corrupt- 
ed and depraved State, than to ſee Perſons 
continued in the Poſſeſſion of Power, whoſe 
Innocence is generally fuſpected. It ſhews 
that Guilt has many Favourers and Protectors, 
than which there cannot be a more melancholly 
Proſpect. But on the other Hand, tis a foo- 
liſh and deſperate Thing for ſingle Perſons, 
let their Intereſt be ever ſo great, to think 
of facing ſo powerful an Enemy as the whole 
People, by the Strength and Faction of their 
Friends. An honeſt Man and a good Pa- 
triot will quit the Stage of Buſineſs, and re- 
tire, rather than involve the Publick in his 
Troubles or Misfortunes; for we are to ſuf- 
fer for our Country, but our Country is not 
to ſuffer for us: Equidem pro Patria qui latum 
oppetiſſent ſape fando audivi : qui Patriam. pro ſe 
perire æquum cenſerent, hi primi inventi ſunt. . 

They, who in order to their own Security, 
take upon them to play this Game, and who 
ſeem to have drawn in many to be concern- 
ed for them, will find at laſt, that inſtead of 
real Friends, they have made two Sorts of 
Enemies; thoſe whom they have provoked, and 
thoſe whom they have deluded ; and are, in 
the Event, ſure to be made a Sacrifice ro pub- 
lick Neceſſity. 

I would recommend to Men of Rank and 
Figure, if ſuch there are, who may have in- 
curred the Diſpleaſure of their Country, the 
reſigned and ſubmiſſive Behaviour of a certain 
great Man not long ſince ; who, tho' he was 
brought upon the Stage and acquitted, never- 
theleſs quitted his Poſt, judging it not very 
decem for a Perſon once {ſtruck at, to inter- 

meddle 
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meddle in the Affairs of Government. 

There is alſo another Reaſon alledged by 
many not ſo favourable, which I need not 
mention to you, who are beſt acquainted with 
the Truth. 4 5 

Such a Behaviour as that Great Man's, 
might perhaps, in ſome Meaſure, contribute 
to abate the general Reſentment. Bur if this 
ſhould not be thought the ſafeſt Courſe by 
ſome, who cannot well defend their Inno- 
cence ; if they have any Vertue left, they will 
rather chuſe, to decline their Trial by a volun- 
tary Exile, and ſuffer in their own Fame, 
Eaſe and Fortune, than make a Step, which 
may tend to weaken the Laws, and whereby 
the Dignity and Majeſty of the Common- 
wealth may be leſſened and impaired. For, 
when the Guilty endeavour to eſcape by Pow- 
er and Intereſt, the Laws are ſo far deſpi- 
ſed and trampled under, and a Precedent 1s 
_ eſtabliſhed for Impunity; than which nothing 
can be of more dangerous Conſequence to the 
Publick. When P. Scipio Africanus was char- 
ged by the Peri/li; for having ſuffered, through 
his Neglect, the Treaſure of King Antiochus 
to be embezzel'd, he retired to Liternum (up- 
on Pretence of Sickneſs) with a Reſolution 
not to ſtand his Trial. Yet as to him ſuch 
an Accuſation would have weigh'd little, puf 
in the Ballance with all his brave Exploits in 
Africk, Spain, and Afia: For tho' the Admi- 
niſtration was then ſevere, tis not unlikely 
but that ſmall Failing would have been 
forgiven in ſo great a Man. But he was 
not ſo puffed up with the Marks of general 
Love and popular Affection, as to outdare 


the 
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the Juſtice of his Country, and was unwil- 
ling to give the Conſtitution ſuch a Wound 


as his Acquittal muſt have proved; the Exam- 


ple of which would bave hurt the State of 
Rome, more than Baniſhment could hurt him, 
for it would have opened a Gap, and autho- 
thorized all the Corruptions that followed. 

It cannot ſarely ſurprize you to find the Bo- 
dy of this Nation ſo generally provoked, at 
the ſubtle Arts and Endeavours of theſe ſupe- 
rior Criminals, to ftifle all Evidence of their 
Guilt. Tis this has put the People upon pe- 
titioning their Repreſentatives, a Method ſel - 
dom practiſed by them, except in» extraordi- 
nary Caſes. If every one, conſcious of his 
own Villany, had fled from Juſtice, as Mr. 
Knight has done (or ,was forced to do) we 
could not have hoped. or expected to have Ju- 
ſtice ſatisfy d. But when every Man of them 
is in our Power, and confidently attending 
the Iſſue of the Proceedings of Parliament, it 
maſt needs fire cycyy lioneſt Breaſt with In- 
dignation, to think that they have ſo long e- 
ſcaped the Vengeance due to their Crimes. 
through the Default of legal Evidence. And 
until by this, or ſome other Means, Satisfac- 
tion is done to a ſuffering People, it will be 
difficult to put a Stop to their univerſal Cry for 


Juſtice. | 


I do not yet hear that there are any, who 
dare now be bold enough openly to challenge 
or diſpute the Right which the People haye 
to addreſs their Sovereign, or their Repreſen- 
tatives, on ſo extraordinary an Occaſion. But 
I know thus much has formerly been done; 
and that even ſince we had this Privilege con- 

| firmed 
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firmed to us in the Claim of Right at the 
Revolution; nay, there was a Houſe of 
Commons in a late Reign, which expreſſed 
their Diſpleaſure and Reſentment againſt this 
Practice, in one particular Inſtance, in a very 
ſingular and remarkable Manner. When the 
Gentlemen, Freeholders, and Juſtices of the 
Peace, of the County of Kent, humbly petiti- 
oned that honourable Houſe, to go upon 
the Supplies, for enabling King William to 
carry on the War againſt France, the Time ha- 
ving been far ſpent, and the Seaſon approach- 
ing for opening the Campaign, the Petition 
was voted ſcandalous, inſolent, and ſeditions, 
teuding to deſtroy the Conſtitution of Parliament, 
and to ſubvert the. Eſtabliſh'd Government of this 
Realm; and the Perſons who delivered it were 
not only taken into Cuſtody of a Serjeant at 
Arms, but afterwards committed to Priſon: 
J leave it to your Judgment, and the gene- 
ral Opinion at that Time, what Motives in- 
duced that Houſe to act in ſuch Manner; but 
from thence ſome People aſſumed a Licenſe 
to run down the Practice of Petitioning, as 
factious, unwarrantable, and deſtructive of the 
| Power and Authority of Parliaments ; and in- 
ö deed, there are never wanting, on all Occaſions, 
Perſons fit to be the Tools of a Party, who 
are ready to defend or impugn any Point, as 
they receive Inſtructions from their Supe- 
riors. 
think therefore, it will not be improper, 
by way of Anticipation, to ſtop the Mouths 
ot deſigning Men, eſpecially ſince there are 
already many, who diſcourage ſuch a Proce- 
dure at this Time; baſely inſinuating the ill 
Tendency 
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Tendency thereof towards inflaming the Mul- 
titude, and conſequently begetting a Civil 
War. | 

This, no doubt, was the Opinion of that 
grave and judicious Alderman, who ingly 
voted againſt the late Petition of the City, 
alledging, that it was like erecting a Beacon to 
alarm the Nation, and ſet all in a Flame. But 
he might with more Propriety have ſpoke thus, 
if the City and County of . Glouceſter had not, 
by their earlier Petition, given a worthy Pre- 


cedent to this great Metropolis and the whole 


Kingdom, whereby they have purchaſed to 
themſelves an immortal Honour. 

It ſeems to me, that there cannot be a more 
{ſcandalous Reflect ion on the preſent Parlia- 
ment, than to ſuggeſt diſtruſtful Conſequences 
of the Application of the People to their Re- 
preſentatives, in a reaſonable and good Caule: 
For it would be, in effect, to involve the Par- 
liament in Guilt; which no Man will dare to 
think, and far leſs to utter. Or can it be i- 
magined, that in the moſt glorious Age of Li- 
berty, it will be reckoned a Crime in the Peo- 
ple to declare their juſt Complaints; and to 
approach thoſe by Petition, who know their 


_ Grievances, and are able to redreſs them? 
The Right of Petitioning is a Privilege which 


Mankind could never part with; and there- 
fore it has been indulged them in the moſt 
arbitrary Governments. Julius Caſar freely 
permitted it, when his Will was a Law to the 
People of Rome. And his Succeſſors, ſome of 
them more tyrannical than he, granted the 
ſame Liberty, ſo long as the Lex Regia pre- 
vailed. Reſcribere Principi, to Petition their 

Em- 
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Emperors, was one of the laſt Privileges that 
People enjoyed. What a Stain therefore would 
they bring on the Memory of King George's 
Reign, who inſinuate any Diſpleaſure it might 
give his Majeſty or his Government, to exert 
a Privilege which the Romans were not deny- 
ed under a State of Tyranny ?. The Government 
is good, tho' the Times are bad. Our King 
and Patliament are as much diſpoſed as we 
can poſſibly deſire, to hearken to the Petitions 
of the People, or even to prevent them: And the 
People, who are ever quiet under a right 
Adminiſtration, know their Duty, and will 
not be tumultuous nor unreaſonable in their 
Complaints; ſo that thoſe are either very 
ſhallow, or very wicked, who ſurmiſe any Dan- 
ger or Inconveniency to the Kingdom from 
the Multitude of Petitions. 

Tis the Intereſt, as well as the Inclination, 
of the People to live in Peace, and enjoy their 
own Labour; at leaſt this may be ſaid of Great 
Britain, for we have ſeldom had open Breaches 
and Diviſions, but they proceeded from ſome 
fatal Error or Weakneſs in thoſe who ruled ; 
which will evidently appear to any, who take 
a View of the ſeveral Reigns from the Norman 
Invaſion downwards. But there is no Prece- 
dent in our Hiſtory, where the Body of the 
People ever contended with their own Re- 
preſentatives, and the King at their Head. 
It is a Thing too monſtrous to ſuppoſe; and 
if ever it ſhould happen (which: God forbid) 
one may eaſily conjecture on which Side the 
Fault would lie. oF; 
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When the Subjects are aggrieved, injured 
or oppteſs d, they know their firſt Remedy, 
and ſeldom or never have proceeded to vio- 
lent Methods, without having petitioned their 
Governours for Redreſs in an humble Man- 
ner. But when this has proved ineffectual, 
they have convinced their Sovereigns to their 
Coſt, how unreaſonable a Thing it is to be 
Deaf to the Voice of the People, And we have 
had both good and bad Kings, who by their 
Practice have owned thus much; the one ſort 
voluntarily, and the other by Compulſion, o- 
pening their Ears to the Complaints of their 
Subjects. | 

Such Petitions were frequent in the Reigns 
of Edward Il, and Edward III. And then e- 
ven Jreland was allowed to repreſent its Gries» 
vances, and petition for a Parliament. 

Biſhop Burnet, in his Hiſtory of the Refor- 
mation, informs us, that Henry VIII. told his 
Subjects when in Arms againſt him in York- 
foire, that they ought not to have rebell'd, but 
ro have apply'd themſelves to him by Peti- 
tion. | 

King Yames I. declared himſelf in this 
Point very fully in ſeveral Proclamations. He 
begins one which was publiſhed in the 11th 
Year of his Reign, in this remarkable Man- 
ner; The Complaint lately exhibited by certain 
Noblemen and others, of our Kingdom of Ireland, 
ſuggefting Diſorders and Abuſes, as well in the 
Proceedings of the late begun Parliament, as in the 
Martial aud Civil Government of the Kingdom, 
we did receive with all extraordinary Grace aud 
Favour. And by another Proclamation he de- | 
clares, That it was the Right of his Subjects y 
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make their immediate Addreſſes to him by Petition. 


And in another he tells the People, That js 
own, and the Ears of his Privy Council, did pill 


continue open to the juli Complaints of his People. 


And King Charles I. by his Declaration in 
in 1644. declared his Royal Will and Pleaſure, 
that all his loving Subjects, who had any juit 
Cauſe to preſent, or complain of any Grievances, 
might freely addreſs themſelves, by their humble Pe- 
titions, to his ſacred Majesty, who would graci- 
ouſly hear their Complaints. 

Nor is this Condeſcenſion of our Kings to 
hearken to the Grievances of their Subjects, 
any Thing more than what the Law requires, 
for no People have a more ample Claim to the 
Right of Petitioning, than the People of Great 
Britain. Lord Chief Juſtice Hobbard ſays, 
Acceſs to the Sovereign mus not be ſhut up in Caſe 
of the Subjects Diſtreſs. And it was one of the 
Crimes for which the Spencers were baniſhed, 
and afterwards hang'd, that they hindered the 
King from receiving and anſwering Petitions from 


great Men and others. And one Article againſt 


the Lord Strafford was, That be iſſued out a 
Proclamation and Warrant of Reftraint, to inhibit 
the King's Subjecls to come to the Fountain, their 
Sovereign, to deliver their Complaints of Wrongs 
and Oppreſſions, But there cannot be à more 
plain Declaration of this Right, than the Sta- 
cute of the 13th of Charles IT. which never- 
theleſs was made to reſtrain the free Practice 
of it. And indeed, there never was any Reign 
in which petitioning was ſo much diſcountce 
nanced; Nay, it was prohibited by Proclama- 
tions, as tending to Sedition and Rebellion. Yet, 
Sir, you know very well, that the Methods 

then 


(22) 

then taken, by procuring Counter - Addreſſes, 
which expreſſed an Abhorrence of Petitioning, 
and by diſſolving four Parliaments ſucceſſive- 
ly, (who did little Buſineſs, except the firſt) 
for the Regard they ſhewed to the Voice 
of the People, did rather heighten than abate 
the univerſal Diſpleaſure againſt the Proceed- 
ings of thoſe Times. In that Juncture, the 
City of London gave an early Proof of their 
Zeal for the Welfare of their Country, by pe- 
titioning the King for the ſitting of the Par- 
liament in 1679. to try the Offenders, and redreſs 
all the moſt important Grievances, no otherwiſe to 
be redreſs d. This was in the firſt of thoſe Par- 
liaments: And the Commons in the fourth 
Parliament Reſolv'd, That the Thanks of 


© this Houle be given to the City of London, 


© for their manifeſt Loyalty to the King, their 
Care, Charge, and Vigilancy, for the Pre- 
© ſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon, and of the 
© Proteſtant Religion. | 

It will never be forgotten, with what Vi- 
gour our Parliament did then maintain the 
Right of the People to Petition. Their ſeveral 
Reſolutions on this Head, are ſo many ſtand- 
ing' Monuments of their everlaſting Fame. 


On the 2oth of October 1680. the Commons 


Reſolv'd, Nemine Contradicente, That it is, 
and ever hath been, the undoubted Right of the 
Subjetts of England, to petition the King for the 
calling and fitting of Parliaments, and redreſſing 
Grievances. Reſolv'd, That to traduce ſuch peti- 


. tioning as a Violation of Duty; and to repreſent it 


to his Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditions, is to 
betray the Liberty of the Subject, and contributes 
to the Deſiau of ſubverting the ancient legal 

Con- 


( 23 ) 


Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and introducing ar- 
bitrary Power. 


Order'd, That a Committee be appointed to en- 
quire of all ſuch Perſons as have offended againſt 
theſe Rights of the Subjects. And Sir Francis 
IWythens being found guilty in this Particular, 
they voted him 4 Betrayer of the undoubted Rights 
of the Subjects of England: And ordered that 
he ſhould be expelled the Houſe, and that he 
ſhould receive his Sentence upon his Knees. 

After this the City of London having peti- 
tioned the Houſe againſt Sir George Jeſferys, 
their Recorder, and it being referred to a 
Committee, they paſled the following Vote. 
Reſolved, That this Committee is of Opinion, that 
by the Evidence given to this Committee, it does 
appear that Sir George. Jefferys, Recorder of the 
City of London, by traducing and obſtrutting pe- 
titioning for the fitting of this Parliament, bath be- 
trayed the Rights of the Subject. To which the 
Houſe agreed, and 'twas ordered, that an hum- 
ble Addreſs be made to his Majeſty to remove him 
out of all publick Offices, They farther order'd, 
that the Committee ſhould enquire of all ſuch 
Perſons as had been adviſing or promoting 
of the Proclamation, ſtil'd a Proclamation a= 
gainſt tumultuous Petitioning. And the Grand 
Juries of the Counties of Somerſet and Devon, 
having expreſſed their Deteſtation of ſuch Pe- 
titioning, the Houſe. ordered, that the two 
Foremen of the ſaid Juries, and two others, 
ſhould be ſent for into Cuſtody of the Serjeant 
at Arms, to anſwer for Breach of Privilege 
(as they called the Abhorrence of Petitioning) 
by them committed againſt the Houſe. They 
alſo voted, that one Thomas Herbert, Eſq; 


ſhould 
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ſhould be ſent for in Cuſtody, for proſecu- 
ting John Arnold, Eſq; at the Council Table, 
for promoting a Petition, and procuring Subſcriptions. 
To them they added two others upon the 
ſame Account, whom they called Betrayers of 
the Liberties of the Subjett. And laſtly, they or- 
dered an Impeachment againſt Sir Francis 
North, Chief. Juſtice of the Common Pleas, 
Sir Milliam Scrogs, Chief Juſtice of the King's 
Bench, Sir Thomas Jones, one of the Juſtices 
of the ſame Bench, and Sir Richard Weſton, 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer, for advi- 
fing Proclamations againſt Petitioning. 3 
Thus, Sir, I have laid before you the Senſe 
of an Engliþ Houſe of Commons, with re- 
ſpe& to this Right of Petitioning. Their 
Behaviour in aſſerting it, will be as thank- 
fully rememberd by all Poſterity, as it is 
worthy to be imitated on every the like Oc- 
caſion, by their Succeſſors in the ſame Truſt 
and Honour. And if they had been ſuffer d 
to ſit, to do this Nation the Service they in- 
tended, the Petitions of the People would 
have been comply d with; and the Betrayers of 
their Country given up to their Reſentment. In 
which Caſe, we ſhould not have had a Popiſh 
Succeſſor, nor known the Calamities we have 
ſince undergone on that Account. But ſuch 
are the fatal Conſequences of diſregarding the 

Voice of the People | | | 
Sir, the People of Great Britain will 
not be diſregarded. Experience tells us, 
that it 1s not ſafe to provoke them, who 
know their own Privileges ſo well, and how 
to aſſert the ſame. King John was obliged 
by Force to redreſs the Grievances of the Na- 
tlon, 


(25) 


tion, when the milder Mcthods of petition- 
ing and remonſtrating proved ineffectual; 
and alſo to confirm by his great Charter 
the Liberty of the People, to even compel 
him for the future, in Caſes of the like Ne- 
ceſſity, by ſeizing his Caſtles, Land, and Reve- 
nues, and by purſuing thoſe to utter Deſtruftion, 
that ſhould take up Arms for him. And when 
he afterwards broke his Oath and Promiſe, 
the Barons ſaid, Lat ſhall we do with this 
wicked King? If we let him alone, he will deſtroy 
us and our People ; it is expedient therefore, that 
he be expelled the Throne, we will not have him 
any longer to reign over us: And accordingly, in 
a General Aſſembly, with the Approbation of all the 
Realm, they adjudged him unworthy to be a King. 
To this effect we find, according to the Cu- 
ſtom of thoſe Times, a long Rhyme in the 
Chronicle of Mailros, deploring the Infelicity 
of that Affair, That the Body ſhould attempt to 
rule the Head, and the People to be above their 


King; but adding, that there was a great and 


manifold Neceſſity that it ſhould be fo. 


Ordinem præpoſterum Avglia ſancivit, 

Mirum diftu dicitur tale quis audivit ? 
Nam preeſſe Capiti Corpus concupivit ; i 
Regem ſuum regere Populus quæfivit. | 
Cauſa tamen multiplex illu exigebat, Ke. 


'Tis this Conſideration of the Power of 
the People, which makes an honeſt Houle of 
Commons terrible to potent Offenders, who 
are very well aſſured, that they will always 
de leconded by the irreſiſtible Power and In. 
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3 
clination of the People. And of this the Mi- 
niſters of King Charles II. were highly ſenſible, 
when they ventured upon the moſt dan- 
gerous Courſes, Proregations and Diſſolutions of 
Parliaments, by which alone they could de- 
fend themſelves from the Effect of theit Re- 
ſentment. Such an Expedient, however, will 
never be attempted, but in weak and wicked 
Reigns. Some of our Kings have choſe ra- 


ther to ſacr iſice their deateſt Favourites, than 
to run the Hazard of their own Ruin, by fo 


deſperate a Proceeding. Henry III. who ex- 
aſperated the Nobility and People, by keeping 
evil Counſellours about his Perſon, and being 
obſtinately bent to protect them, found it his 


Intereſt at laſt to come to his Parliament, and 
to conſent to their Requeſts, by — 
e 


the Biſhop of Minton, and baniſhing Peter d 
Rivalis, his two beloved Favourites. Nay, the 


Parliament ſent him a Meſſage, that if he 


would not do this, They all by the common Coun- 


cil of the whole Kingdom, would expel him with 


his evil Counſellors out of the Kingdom, and con- 
ſult about the Creatiou of a new King.. And 
you know, Sir, that K. Charles I. was obliged 
to devote his chief Miniſter, the Earl of Straf- 


Ford, to Deſtruction, by conſenting to the Act 


of Atrainder againſt him. The mention of 
whith Great Man, puts me mind of Another, 


for whom you, Sir, have, no ſmall Kindneſs, 
who has thought fit to imitate him in this 


Particular, of making an Oppoſition to the 
Court in the He of C ns the Road 


to Preferment. He indeed was, the firſt that 
ever did ſo, and from an eminent Patriot be- 
came 
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came the chief Aſſerter of deſpotick Power: 


But whoever is reſolvd to follow his Steps, 


let him withal remember his Fate. | 
All Ages give us Inſtances of Princes, be- 
tray'd by the Craft and Falſhood of ill Mi- 
niſters, when they have once gained Credit 
to haye their bold Advice, given behind the 
Curtain, put in Execution, contrary to the 
Intereſts of the People. We find that King 
Edward the Second, for following evil Counſel, 
and refuſing to hearken to the Voice of the People, 
was by Advice and Conſent of all the Prelates, 
Earls and Barons, and of the whole Community 
of the Kingdom, depoſed from the Government. 

We have another remarkable Inſtance in 
Richard II. to whom his Parliament ſent Meſ- 
ſages, to declare to him among other Things, 
That they found in an ancient Statute, and it 
had been done in fact not long before, that if the 
King, through any evil Counſel, or fooliſh Contu- 
macy, or out of Scorn, or ſome petulant Wilfut- 
neſs, or any other irregular Way, ſhall alienate 
himſelf from his People, &c. that then it ſhall be 
lawful for them, to depoſe that ſame King from 
his Royal Throne. 

King James II. is the lateſt Example, wha 
oppoſed the Voice of the People, by adhering 
to the Counſels and Intrigues of wicked Men, 
and thereby loſt his Kingdoms. He would 
not receive the Complaints of his Subjects, 
but impriſoned the Biſhops for humbly peti- 
tioning. When their Grievances were become 
intolerable, the People invited a Force tocom- 
pel him to redreſs them. And one of the prin- 
cipal Motives, which inclined the Prince of 0- 
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range to aſſiſt them, was to traverſe the wicked 
Advice and Coanſel of the Miniſters of that 
and the former Reign, as appears by his De- 
claration from the Hague the 16th of October, 
1688, which ſays, That thoſe evil Counſellors that 
had then Credit with King James, had overturn'd 
the Laws, Liberties and Religion of the Realm, and 
ſuljected all Things to an arbitrary Power ; and he 
enumerates the villanous Advice and Practice 
they were guilty of, particularly, That they pro- 
cured the Parliament to be diſſolved, when th 
could not prevail with th: Members to comply with 
their wicked Deſigns. Therefore the Declara- 
tion adds, That the Prince came over with a 
Force ſufficient to defend himſelf from the Violence 
of thoſe evil Counſellors. This Declaration was 
ſeconded by the Reſolutions of the States Ge- 
neral, the 28th of the ſame Month, who 
thereby declare, they aſſiſted the Prince of O- 
range, becauſe King James, by ill Counſel, anfl 
guided by his Miniſters, attempred to ſubvert 
the Fundamental Laws and Religion of the Na- 
tion, &c. The Lords and Commons in the 
Convention, were alſo of the ſame Opinion 
with the Prince and States, and therefore in 
their Declaration of their Rights and Privi- 
leges, preſented to King Milliam and Queen 
Mary, the 13th of February following, They 
declared, That King James, by the Aſſiſtance 
of evil Counſellours and Miniſters employ d by him, 
did endeavour to ſubvert the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Laws and Liberties of the Kingdom. 

You ſee, Sir, it is manifeſt, from the fore- 
going Examples (and I could mention many 
more if it were neceſſary) how dangerous a 


Thing 


. 
Thing it is for bad Princes, and theix evil 
projecting Miniſters, to ſlight the Complaints 
of the People. As for Parliaments, IJ muſt con- 
feſs, that there can hardly an Igftance be gi- 
ven of one, before the Age we liye in, which 
greatly diſobliged the People: Nor would ever 
any ſince, have merited their Diſpleaſure, if the 
Artifices of the Court, in ſome of the late 
Reigns, had not byaſs'd and reſtrained them 
from their Duty to their Country. Parlia- 
ments were always reckoned the proper Guar- 
dians of Liberty and the Laws, and a ne- 
ceſſary Fence againſt the arbitrary Power of 
Princes. For which Reaſon, they have ever 
been uneaſy to ſuch as had a Mind to contend 
with the People about their Rights. The 
Miniſtry of King James I. made him afraid 
of Parliaments, as an Eclipſe of his Power; 
ſo that he was always glad to be rid of them 


before the neceſſary Buſineſs of the Kingdom 
was done. Under King Charles I. they pro- 


ceeded farther to queſtion their Authority, 
and controul their Proceedings, and to toſs 
them up and down by ſudden Adjournments, 
Prorogations and Diſſolutions, till at laſt, it 
was reſoived to have no more Parliaments, 
and to forbid the People to make mention of 
Them; the Conſequence of which deſtructive 
Counſels, fell heavy on the Authors, and were 
ſuch as I dread and abhor to remember. But 
they took different Meaſures in the following 
Reign, to ſubvert our Conſtitution, as to Par- 
liaments: For, having found by Experience, 
that a Free-Parliament could not be awed, they 
reſolved to attempt that by Fraud, which was 
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not to be compaſs'd by Force. And thus, yow 
know, Sir, began the damnable invented Project of 
corrupting Parliaments, which proſper'd ſo well 
at firſt, that the King thought fit to continue 
one near eighteen Years. The ſame Method 
has been taken in other ſucceeding Reigns, to 
the almoſt undoing England; and indeed it is 
ſo ſure a Way to compleat its. Ruin, that we 
may already wonder that we have ſo much as 
the Name of a Free-Pcople left. 

Nothing but a free and uncorrupt Parlia- 
ment, can. {ave the Nation at this Time; a 
Parliament, which will grant the Petitions of 
the People, who unanimouſly pray for Redreſs 
of publick Grievances, and Juſtice on publick 
Offenders, And tis our only ſurviving Com- 
fort, that ſuch a Parliament as the People want 


and wiſh for, is now fitting. As it 1s the Du- 


ty, and has been the Practice of ſuch of our 
Kings, who have been faithful to the Truſt 
repos d in them by the People, and regardful 
of their own Honour, to puniſh their Officers 
and Miniſters for Malverſation; (witneſs King 
Alfred, who cauſed forty four Juſtices to be 
hang'd in one Year, for illegal, falſe and corrupt 
Judgments ;) ſo it belongs to our Parliaments 
to redreſs the Grievances occafioned by the 
Executive Part of the Government, and other 
National Grievances, and to puniſh guilty 
Miniſters, and other great Offenders, Of this 
all Ages give us Precedents ; and nothing has 
been ſo miſchievous to the Kingdom, as the 
Supineneſs of ſome late Reigns, in not making 
io frequent and ſignal Examples among the 
Miniſterial Diſpenſers of our Laws, and a- 


mong 


13 2 


PU 


1 

mong the Officers of our Kings; as our An- 
ceſtors us d to do. - arti 

I hope you don't think, Sir, that I accuſe 
any Perſons, who have a Share in the preſent 
Adminiſtration ; God forbid there ſhould be 
any Room to ſuſpect them. Yer you muſt give 

me leave to ſay, that we have great and pow- 
erful Offenders to deal with. But there is no 
Man ſo great, that a'Britih Parliament can- 
not reach; nor no Art ſo deep, that they can- 
not diſcover. I have tead of a Country whete 
there was a conſtant Series of Miſmanagement 
for many Years together, and yer no Body 
was puniſhed; when Offices were given in the 
Nature of Bribes and Penfions, and conſtantly 
taken away upon Non-compliance with the 
Court Meaſures ; when by ſpliting of Places 
among ſeveral Perſons, which were formerly 
executed by one, or by reviving ſuch as were 


ſunk, or by creating others which were alto- 
gether uſeleſs or unneceſſary, or by Promiſes of 


Preferment to thoſe who could not preſently 
be provided for, the Court had made above 
two hundred Members abſolutely dependent 
on them. But blefled be God, we live in 
better Times! We have a gracious King, who 


makes his Intereſt the ſame with'that of his 


People, and a Parliament the Guardians of the 
People's Liberties ; who will let the whole 
World fee that they are neither to be perver- 
ted by Places, or deceiv'd by falſe Appear- 
ances ; that they know how to honour and 


reverence his Majeſty, and puniſh the De- 
ſtroyers of their Country. 


As 


| * tor you, Sir; 5 m 3 it muſt nod 
48 your Opinion, that. nothing at. preſent: 
could more contribute to undo us, than to be 
ſupine and indifferent, when the | age Vile 
4 ada have been committed, and to manage. 
the Diſcovery with a cold Proſecution. | But 
if you think there are ſo er engag d in the 
Acer againſt 55 ountry, that tis 
adviſable to connive, and not proſecute i 

ny farther; Im ſure, if 1 it is ſo formidable Gay 
tis dangerous to enquire farther into it, it 
is much dee * to let it alone. 2 | 
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